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Spoken, 2-minute version: 
Thank you. I’m Hendrica Okondo from Kenya, speaking on behalf of civil society 

organizations from all regions, about the inclusion of sexual and reproductive health and 

rights in the Declaration. 

1. The Declaration must reflect the full range of issues that are critical to achieving 

gender equality, the empowerment of girls and women, and the full realization of their 

human rights. In particular, the respect, protection and fulfilment of sexual and 

reproductive health and reproductive rights for all should be addressed in 

paragraph 18. 

2. We call for the inclusion of a reference to the outcome documents of the 

International Conference on Population and Development and the Fourth World 

Conference on Women and their review conferences in paragraph 10, in line with 

the SDG target 5.6, and paragraph 6 of its introduction. 

3. We further call for the addition of a new paragraph 20 bis, and additions in 

paragraph 22 and 37 to address the meaningful participation of adolescents and 

youth, as well as the need to eliminate all forms of violence and discrimination against 

children, adolescents and youth. 

4. We call for reference to the respect, protection and fulfilment all human rights and 

fundamental freedoms for all in the first paragraph of the introduction. Moreover, 

key international human rights treaties should be referenced in paragraph 11.We 

support calls of other groups to ensure that listings in the Declaration are open-ended.  



5. Finally, we call for the inclusion of a reference on support for and engagement of civil 

society in the implementation of the SDGs in paragraph 37, as well as explicit 

mentioning of the role of civil society in the follow-up and review section of the Zero 

Draft. 

All our suggestions are included in the submitted longer version of our comments 

Thank you for your attention. 

 


