
Comments by Marianne Haslegrave, Commonwealth Medical Trust, on behalf 
of members of the Post-2015 Health Coalition 
  
Co-facilitators, we would first like to thank you for your consistent 

engagement, and for receiving our suggestions today, first on health overall 

including paragraph 23, and second on adding a reference to well-being in the 

Zero Draft. We see the references to well-being as an important thread in the 

Declaration and as the aspiration for all peoples, hopefully to be achieved 

before 2030. 

  

If asked to answer the question “Why is health in the Declaration?”, we would 

say that we see it as the ‘catalyst’ to inspire Governments, civil society and 

other stakeholders to achieve Goal 3: Ensure healthy lives and promote 

well-being for all at all ages.  We would, therefore request that health be 

specifically referenced after “physical and mental” in paragraph 15. On 

paragraph 23, we believe the paragraph is well-balanced, and we welcome the 

recognition of the importance of achieving universal health coverage. 

However, the message would be strengthened by adding “including financial 

risk protection” and “first reaching those furthest behind”, in keeping with the 

wording and intentions of goal three and target 3.8. 

  

We would also like to see the inclusion of the right for all to achieve the 
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highest attainable standard of physical and mental health and well-being, and 

addressing the social and environmental determinants of health, such as air 

pollution and water, together with references to reducing road traffic 

accidents. If not included under the gender section in the Declaration, 

reproductive rights could be added here. 

  

These additions would ensure that this paragraph 23 would fully reflect the 

health goal, which is after all a pre-requisite for the successful achievement of 

the entire post-2015 development agenda. 

All our suggestions are included in the attached longer version of our 

comments. 

Thank you, Co-facilitators. 
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